Committee Thanks and Introduction by Undergraduate Research Advisory Committee,
Illinois Wesleyan University 
Digital Commons @ IWU 
John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2020, 31st Annual JWP Conference 
Apr 4th, 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
Committee Thanks and Introduction 
Undergraduate Research Advisory Committee 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 
 Part of the Education Commons 
Undergraduate Research Advisory Committee, "Committee Thanks and Introduction" 
(2020). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 3. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2020/schedule/3 
This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at The Ames Library at Illinois Wesleyan University. For 
more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 

































Learning to discern fact from fiction is a truly interdisciplinary challenge that requires the full 
array of skills developed through a liberal education. Mathematics and economics teach us 
quantitative literacy so we are not so easily misled by biased data. The sciences teach a tried and 
true method for evaluating scientific facts. Psychology helps us to understand the underlying 
cognitive processes that make it so hard to see through fake news with which we agree. 
Philosophy pushes us to consider epistemological questions about the nature of all knowledge. 
When studying actual works of fiction, we often learn something about how to be our best selves 
in the real world, while history shows us that fake news and propaganda are nothing new and 
have been contended with before. 
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